od Village |  HABS-NJ-28 -
E onmouth Gounty, New Jersey L '

(PHOTOGRAPHS)
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESGRIPTIVE DATA
District of Wew Jersey

Historic American Buildings Survey
Seymour Willlams, A.L.A,, District Officer
133 Central Avenus, Rahway, New Jersey



HABS-NJ-28

F -
a age 1 HABS
. N.G.

i fLaRr

i

The Deserted Village
Allaire, Monmouth County, New Jersey

Owner: Arthur Brisbene, called Camp Burton and
occupied by Boy Scouts of America

Date of Erection: Hatablished in 1813 gs Monmouth
Farnsace

Archltect:

Byullder:
o

Present Condition: The tuildings have keen restored
by local efforts

Number of Stories: Given with the description of
sach bullding under materisls
of construction

Materials of Constructiont
Blast Furnace: Feoundation - atone; super
gtructure brick

Church: Foundation « natlive fieldstone
One and one-=half storles
Exterior walls - cluspbomrds
Interior walls - plaster, wainscot
83111l high; arched ceiling
Roof - shingles

Houses: Originally eleven, only two remaln
Poundstion - stons
One and one=-half stories
Bxterlor walls - brick whitewashed;
Inside chimneysa; restorsd interior
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Works Foreman's Cottaget Foundation -~ stone; no

Bakery:

Znameling Houses

2
or
O
@

cellar
One and ons-half storles
Exterior walls -« brick
rainted white
Inside chimney
Cast iron lintels; restored
Interior

Roof - wood shingles, new

Foundation - ston

Two and ons~half shtories

Exterior walls « hrick: inslde chinney:
pine floor random width

Foof - shingles

Foundatlon - stone

Two stories

Exterior walls ~ brieck; inside
chimneyss restoered interior
Roof - now sgphalt shingles;
brick tower on =zouth elevation

Fovndebtion - brick

Thres and one-half storie

Zx terior viaells - briclky 3111 and lintels
caadt iron

Intericr walls - brio“ wnltewacshed; floor

native yellow rine, random width.

Roof = asphalt paper, news the older roof

had lower nitch than present roof

Caypenter Shop: Foundation - stone

Twe snd cne~helf stories

Dzxterior walls - bricliy one ovtalde
chismey: twoe inaidz chimneys; brick
partitiong CTirst floor

Reof - gsphalt paper
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Blacksmith Shop: Foundation - stone
Two storiss
Exterlor walls - brick end siding
siding hew '
Roof - agphaelt paper

Historical Datsa:z

One of Lthe most widely known furnaces that
dotted the Jersey pine barrens was Monmouth Furnace,
first estaeblished in 1813. The country surrounding
thls furnace abounded in bog ore and iron was smelted
from it by use of charcosl produced on the premises.
Apparently the Manasquan River was utilized for transporta-
tion. The title to Monmouth Furnace was transferred
several times between the date of establlshment and 1821,
when 1t becsme the property of Willism Newbold. At that
time the property oonsisted of a dwelling house, fourteen
or fifteen other houses, a furnace saw mill, ocuthouses,
and other buildings and erections with ors béds, water
privileges, and the like,

The property was rented to BenjJamin B, Howell
of Philadelphia. It was Howell who intereasted James
P. Alleire in the property. HMr. Howell in writing to
Allairo indicsted that there were four kinds of ore teo
be found, nemely; stone, seed or shot, shell, and
loom ore.

After an inspection Newbold gnd Allaire
entered into a contract for the purohsse of the property
which was consummated in 1822,

Mr. Allgire had cast with his own hands the
brass alr chamber for Robert Fultonts first steamer,
the Clermont. He became a personel friend of Fulton
and was one of the exescutors of his will. At the
time of the purchase Alleire was proprietor of an
eateblishment known as the James P. Allaire's Works.,
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This establishment wag at 462 Cherry Zireet,

New lOPk Sity. At these works was built for
qenry ckford what was probably the predecesseor

of the compound marine e¢nsine. Alleire was

also the inventor of an improvement on the

steam boiler known as the steam chimney, Iurther-
more, he was closely connected with the developmend
of stzgmeshipgs. He carried on the largsabt marine
cngine shops in the United Ztates. AV his works
the cylinder of the Savsennsh, the firat American
gteam~shiy to crogs the Atlantle, wea czost.
Kr. Allzlre cwned and eperated smong others 2 line
to Chrewsbury, eni on this line he larsely
depoendsd for Lran :ﬁﬁruati‘ug of caﬁtings gl
general products of Lhe Howsll fapnzce bo Wew York.

Durtog Lthe yoars 1327
of siiby or seventy wrick bLuild
Inciuwling & furnsce, The popul
a poat office was astablicvhed 1
inge wore all siylad cocorling
Host of ths oulldings had fron
wninh ware mads on the promiseg.

Vater was the motive power for Lhe alr
cyiinders which Turnished the blast of the furnace.
The water wazs condiicked from the old mill pond in
a2 smalil racewey foy poart of the dishsnce and then
ry woodon ﬂgvud et underzrovnd Lo the adse of the
bluff where the thalrby-four foot drop ol the vlulf

. ol

was utllized upon an undershot wheel of that

dlemcter., The helysht of the Bluff wvos used !lnsteand
of a ramp to repelr the ton of the farisce : the

ora was dumpad,

A nonel enterad the willare Trom bhe nortl-
P -

sast: 1L iz seld teo hevs Lren nocd An the Lesnsrorio-
Elon re e Tlorenace from the Tields
2% 3 was atout throse miles in

1a aihilna UCre was transnorted
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The store was the pride of the county.
It carried a complets 1llne of stock and was
sgulipped with an elevator which was operated
hy the uss of rope, wheel, and gear.

The bpakery was latbter used 83 a
school.

Beside the blacksmith zhop stood the
scraw facbtory where the first serews cut in a
lathe were madses. Chavles ¥akzpeace deviasd and
built a heavy preas for Mr, Allaire which cut
and headed the wire at one operation. The screws
wars afterwarde threaded by the employcoes on &
series of smell lathes.

The remalning part of the charcoal waro-
house stands on the hHluflf to the nerth of the
furnsce,

To ths north of the store along the brook
stands a bullding In which tin, zine, and bLrass
lanbterns ware made; iron-wars was also polished or
glazad thare.

The firet brick brilding was the Yorks
Poreman's Cottage, The iron lintel over the Zdoer
bears the inscripbtion, "Howell Purnace 18327".

Thils buillding was occupled by Jossph Johnson, the
furnace poss. It was in thls house that Jobhn
Reach, who was one of America's grsat ship-builders,
courted and won tho sizler of Josaph Johnson.

fmong one of the first acts of ilre. Alloire
wes to bulld a church and schools Some of the
tlmhers were btaken from esrlier llonmouth Purnace
puiidings. The original size of the church was
about half of the present onhe, althouzh the enlsrge~
ment wes made guite sarly. The hell, which formerly
hung in the tower and 1s now in the possession of
Christ Church, Bredley ZJeach, was casl at the works.
In sarly days this chureh was under the parish of
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Christ Church, Shrewsbury. The social 1life

of the compmunlty was ceniered around the

"Biz House", which was pert residence and part
hotel, and whers lr. Allaire Tostered entertain-
ment and amateunr thesitricals.

The product of the wnills wag known as
charcoal 1ron which was soft and malleable.
Seme of 1t was sent to the wmarket ia bars, but
the greater part was moulded into pots, ketiles,
pipes, and migcellsneous products, Iuch of the

Ty

Croton water maina came from Howell Furnacs.
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